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2022 Habitat Family
Samantha & Noah

give 
now
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join our mission today at cvhabitat.org!

Youth who stay at the Foundation 2 Emergency Youth Shelter often lack a traditional 
support system, including during the holidays. With your help, we can provide the 
youth in our care with a festive holiday season and gifts of their own to open. The 
shelter is open to all youth ages 11-17. 

 Hoodies (all sizes) 
 Board games and card games
 Preteen and teen books
 Sports/recreation equipment
 MP3 players
 

Donations can be dropped off at Foundation 2 Crisis Services, 
1714 Johnson Ave. NW in Cedar Rapids, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Monday-Friday through Dec. 17. 
Questions? Call 319-362-1170 or email kcurtis@foundation2.org

             

          
       

Movie theater gift cards
Walmart/Target/Amazon gift cards
Arts and crafts sets
Drawing pads and drawing supplies
Socks and underwear

Having a tough time during the holidays? 
Foundation 2 provides 24/7 confidential mental health support at 319-362-2174.

(We recommend inexpensive, 
   easy-to-use devices)

Give a gift 
    of hope

By Noah Tong
noah@corridorbusiness.com

A train route from Chicago to the Quad 
Cities and Iowa City has renewed hope af-
ter Congress passed the $1.2 trillion infra-
structure package earlier this month, with 
$66 billion set aside for Amtrak to expand 
rail service across the nation.

The proposed route, many years in the 
works, would connect travelers for two 
daily round trips between Chicago to Iowa 
City — with stops in Moline, Illinois, in 
the middle — although trip details are pre-
liminary and could change.

For Iowans, it’s a waiting game to see if 
the route will materialize.

“The Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) is moving forward towards the 
implementation of service to the Quad Cit-
ies,” said Iowa DOT Director Stuart Ander-
son. “In Iowa, we have proceeded to what 
we call preliminary engineering, which 
is looking at in a little bit more detail the 
corridor that goes from the Quad Cities to 
Iowa City and assess what the costs would 

be.” That assessment has taken place.
There are a couple of things that hap-

pen next, he added. First, there needs to be 

confirmation that Illinois will implement 
the rail service in Moline for an Iowa City 
station to be viable. Then, continued dis-

cussions will take place about whether in-
vesting funds in the project is a priority for 
Iowa since it’s unlikely the infrastructure 
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Infrastructure bill reignites talks of 
Amtrak route between Chicago, IC, Moline

Amtrak’s Empire Builder travels across Gassman Coulee Trestle near Minot, N.D. during the winter. The Empire Builder travels daily 
between Chicago and the Pacific Northwest along major portions of the Lewis and Clark trail. CREDIT AMTRAK/JASON BERG
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bill funds will cover the full price tag.
The Illinois side has seen more prog-

ress on this issue than the Iowa side, said 
Mark Magliari, media relations manager 
for Amtrak.

“The Element Hotel development was 
built with the anticipation that part of the 
lower level would be a train station and right 
next to the tracks,” he said. “There’s a waiting 
room and ticket office already built there.”

But despite the constructed station and 
the Element Hotel to accompany it, high-
speed passenger rail is “several years out,” 
Illinois Deputy Secretary of Transporta-
tion Doug House told U.S. Representative 
Cheri Bustos in October, as reported by the 
Quad-City Times. 

The tracks previously discussed in this 
plan are owned by Iowa Interstate Rail-
road, and there would need to be a con-
nection built between their tracks and 
BNSF Railway’s tracks, said Mr. Magliari.

Although public officials are not stand-
ing in the way, Mr. House said at the time, 
a significant obstacle is trying to put pub-
lic transportation (Amtrak) on a private-
ly-held entity (the railroad). They must 
also change the lines, currently used to 
transport freight, livestock and cars, from a 
Class II to a Class III designation to ensure 
the safe transport of people.

“This plan predates the current and pre-
vious governor of Illinois,” Mr. Magliari ex-
plained. “The question is whether the infra-
structure bill is going to create some federal 
programs that will be competitive to support 
both the operations of these routes and the 
capital improvements needed for these routes 
to be operated. These grants are coming from 
the Federal Railroad Administration.”

Such delays push back the Iowa City 
train timeline, but the demand for rail ser-
vice is still ever-present for some.

“I think the potential upside is im-
mense for our city, the Corridor and the 
Quad Cities to connect our state with the 
economic and cultural capital of the Mid-
west,” said Greg Shill, an associate profes-
sor of law at the University of Iowa who 
has written extensively about the effects 
of transportation. He also notes that the 
safety and quality of life benefits are too 
good to pass up.

“The plan for an Amtrak Rail line from 
Chicago to Iowa City has been in the works 
for over ten years,” said Iowa City Area De-
velopment Group President Kate Moreland 
in an email. “This line would make it easi-
er for students at the University of Iowa to 
travel to and from Chicago. It is exciting to 
see this project revived. Additionally, the 
investment in rail will have a significant 
beneficial economic impact for Iowa and is 
critical for Iowa to be relevant.”

According to Vice President of Market-
ing & Sales Jennifer Walker, the Quad Cit-
ies Chamber of Commerce also supports, 
endorses, and advocates getting a train 
from Chicago to Moline to Iowa City.

Whether this project qualifies for fund-
ing from the infrastructure bill is unknown 
at this time. However, since existing fund-
ing has already been set aside and un-
touched on the Illinois side of this project, 
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it’s “fair to say” that qualifying for funding 
is not entirely dependent on a rail service 
coming to Moline. Still, it makes the pro-
cess much easier, he explained. 

According to Amtrak’s website, an Am-
trak train ride from Chicago to Moline 
would take around three hours, while the 
entire trip to Iowa City would take just 
under four hours. The plan would bring 
in $81 million annually, plus $2.2 billion 
in economic activity from one-time capi-
tal investments.

Amtrak has until 2035 to utilize funds in 
the infrastructure bill to complete its Am-
trak Connects Us plan, which could bring 
rail service to 160 new communities.   CBJ

A map illustrating Amtrak route locations. Light blue lines denote proposed new corridors, 
dark blue lines denote existing Amtrak service, with the proposed route from Chicago to 
Moline to Iowa City highlighted in yellow. CREDIT AMTRAK
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Suppose an Amtrak route stretching from Chicago to 
Moline one day reaches Iowa City. In that case, it’s 
safe to count Greg Shill, associate professor of law at 
the University of Iowa, as a supporter.

“I think the potential upside is immense for our 
city, the Corridor and the Quad Cities to connect our 
state with the economic and cultural capital of the 
Midwest,” said Mr. Shill. “It would have potentially 
substantial implications for employment, meaning 
more jobs, and also just quality of life.”

He believes that the ability to avoid the highway 
at times is highly beneficial on multiple fronts.

“I think it’s hard to see the downside of this,” he 
said. “We spend so much money on highways. You 
know, that new I-80/I-380 Systems Interchange Proj-
ect cost is just gargantuan.” The interchange project 
is expected to be completed in 2024 at a total cost of 
$387 million.

“Let’s be realistic,” he added. “By the time it’s 
completed, that number is going to go up, and it’s 
taking forever. The advantages of the project are pret-
ty limited in that it allows you to change from one 
highway to the other at a slightly higher speed. It’s 
going to save each person 30 seconds, and it’s really 
emblematic of highway spending in this country.”

In Mr. Shill’s opinion, the train service project is 
unique and offers a more cost-effective option. 

Train service from Iowa City to Chicago allows 
those who are not car owners, college students and 
senior citizens to move freely between both cities, 

resulting in more economic activity. In addition, as 
remote work continues to evolve, workers may be 
able to live in Iowa City for a Chicago-based job, as 
long as they take the train to the office periodically 
for meetings. Passengers could even get work done 
during the train ride – something they couldn’t do if 
they were driving.

Interest and enrollment may increase at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, too. 

“If students could easily come and go, maybe that 
influences their decision to come to UI from out of 
state,” he said. “Suppose the student doesn’t have 
a car. This lets a student hop on a train and come 
home pretty easily. Also, it may increase a parent’s 
comfort level with sending their child further away 
for college.”

Train service would take some cars off the road, 
meaning there is potential to reduce traffic deaths 
and reduce emissions. That benefits the entire pop-
ulation, whether a person chooses to utilize a train 
service or not, said Mr. Shill.  •

UI expert: ‘Hard to see the downside’ in potential Amtrak route
TRANSPORTATION

“I think the potential upside is 
immense for our city, the Corridor 
and the Quad Cities to connect 
our state with the economic and 
cultural capital of the Midwest.” 

Greg Shill, associate professor of law at the University of Iowa, is an 
affiliated faculty member at the National Advanced Driving Simulator 
at the University of Iowa College of Engineering. His work has 
appeared in the N.Y.U. Law Review, Indiana Law Journal, The New 
York Times, Wall Street Journal and the Washington Post.


